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The title of this conference is "Preserving the Present for the Future - Strategies for the Internet". Let me start with some information on the background of the conference:

This conference is organised by Centre for Internet Research, University of Århus, The Royal Library, Copenhagen, The State and University Library, Århus and The Danish Electronic Research Library. This partnership is a result of a general common and increasing worry between the partners: The Danish digital cultural heritage on the Internet is continuously disappearing, and no measures are taken to preserve the future Danish digital cultural heritage on the Internet in the coming years. 

The partners all have a natural professional interest in working with this challenge:

· Centre for Internet Research is a unit in the University of Århus, and the Centre co-ordinates and acts as an information point for Danish Internet research 

· The Royal Library in Copenhagen and The State and University Library in Århus both refer to the Ministry of Culture and execute the legal deposit work in Denmark 

· Denmark's Electronic Research Library is a large, government funded project aiming at building a national virtual library interconnecting the Danish research libraries

I am the manager responsible for the Danish Electronic Research Library (abbreviated DEF in Danish), which is organised in the Danish National Library Authority. The Authority also refers to the Ministry of Culture, and the Ministry has asked the Authority to head a working group, which should report their views on preserving Danish digital cultural heritage on the Internet. The other participants in the working group are The Royal Library and The State and University Library. Thus I am both representing the Danish National Library Authority and the DEF project on this conference.

When the other parties about this conference first approached me, I quickly decided to participate and sponsor the conference with the following major arguments:

· students and researchers must be able to work with this type of information too

· the problem is becoming urgent and in bad need for a solution

· ongoing long discussions could be minimised

· the archiving work must be closely related to the library's work

· a policy for archiving electronic resources is part of the action plan for the DEF project

· conferences are part of the marketing effort for DEF

I can add, that other related activities in DEF are part funding of an access project to a large web archive and a project dealing with research in a selected, archived part of the Danish domain of Internet. 

What is then the Danish situation for preserving cultural heritage from the Internet?

Today we only store a few thousand static net publications as a part of the legal deposit law. The newest version of the legal deposit law is only a few years old, and on the Internet area there is no doubt, that the law is partly outdated. We register a part of the documents in the national bibliography, and we also register some other Internet pages in Subject Based Information Guides. If we compare with the paper-based deposits, it is not possible to register the same percentage from the Internet, since the content of the Danish Internet domains is many times larger. So we need to find out what to do on the technical and organisational areas and to revise the law.

Let me then turn to this conference:   

The objective of this conference is to address strategies and methodologies for preserving the activities on the Internet for future generations. The conference is intended to bring together members of the user community, scholars as well as scientists, representatives from organisations traditionally in charge of preserving oral and written material and representatives with technical knowledge. The conference has national as well as international experts to share their experience and to discuss strategies.

This conference is dealing with the following themes:

· User expectations

· Access to archived content

· Strategies for creating archives

· Questions to be answered in defining a national strategy

I see this conference as an important step in the work of developing this national strategy. The strategy can be used as a foundation for political discussions on priorities and resources. It can furthermore describe possible and necessary changes to the laws. There is no doubt, that large amount of funding could be used, but a precise definition of the level of ambition will somehow limit the request.

Personally I look forward hearing the expert speakers in this conference and to participate in the work to define the strategy. With my background as a computer engineer and being the manager of the DEF project in the last 3 years I have a special personal interest in designing and implementing a solution to this hardware demanding and software intensive challenge. In some ways you can se similarities between the work in a computer operating system and the electronic life in the web. However, one big difference is the enormous amount of data available for possible storing.

I also have a big interest in finding a good solution for archiving the large amount of electronic journals, which have been bought in the DEF project.

Finally I hope you will enjoy the conference and I pass on the word to Birte, who is chairing this morning. 
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